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notes: WW2 USA and USSRPre Revolutionary Russia
As we have learned from previous notes Russia followed by the Soviet Union focused a significant amount of their attention on Asia 
They began to build the Trans-Siberian Railway in 1891 in order to ensure their sphere of influence and dominance in the Pacific 
The Russians never lost interest in acquiring Port Arthur (Lushun) as a warm-water port that would allow them to dominate the Yellow Sea  (Huang Hai) region. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Russia still considered Manchuria inside its sphere of influence and desired that areas mineral rich resources 
Russia also had interest in the timber along the Yalu River which implied a Russia dominated Korea
The Russo-Japanese War
Russia’s early attempts to dominate Manchuria and Korea were however blocked by the Japanese. 
The Japanese also wanted control of Korea and Manchuria for their own imperial expansion 
In 1904 and 1905, the Japanese attacked the Russian positions on the Asian mainland. 
Achieving victory, the Japanese claimed Port Arthur, took control of economic concessions in Manchuria, and took Korea as a protectorate. 
The war was humiliating for Russia, and had a devastating effect on the Tsarist regime.



Questions/Main ideas:Bloody Sunday
On Bloody Sunday, workers led by father Gapon marched on the Winter Palace in Saint Petersburg to make their demands known. 
In the confrontation, several shots were fired and a number of workers were killed, resulting in unrest among workers in the major cities. 
This labour unrest was temporarily quelled when the Tsar agreed to a form of  representative parliament called the Duma. The Duma was however crippled by interference from Tsarist officials 
From Bloody Sunday on Jan 22nd until Oct. 30th 1905, Russia experienced labour strife and political dissension mainly caused by the war 
Over the next decade this unrest escalated until tens of thousands of labour demonstrations were held each year and by 1914 the domestic economy was in chaos.
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Questions/Main ideas:Sources of the Revolution
Industrialization had made Russia the fourth major power in the world in terms of industrial output, however, only 1.75 percent of the population was employed in factories. Most of the population was employed in the agricultural sector 
Foreign ownership created a problem in Russia’s domestic economy, particularly in mining and oil and chemical industries. 
Russia had the largest foreign debt in the world. 
Only textiles and food-processing remained in the hands of Russia 
Russia was technologically behind other industrial nations. This meant that they exported agricultural products and imported manufactured goods. 
The problems with the domestic economy in addition to the First World War, led to revolutionary change in 1917. 
The Romanov dynasty was overthrown and a provisional government was set up on 27 Feb 1917, to manage the affairs of state until elections were held in October 
When the provisional government was unable to immediately solve the economic problems as well as manage the war, it was overthrown by Vladimir Lenin and his Bolshevik followers when they seized power in October.
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Questions/Main ideas:Causes of the 1917 Revolution
The problems that resulted in the 1917 revolution were based on the fact that the Romanov dynasty could not deal with the effects of economic and social change. 
Reforms such as progressive labour legislation and safety standards in factories were ignored. 
80% of the population was still employed in agriculture. Farmers worked with poor soil, little or no fertilizer and wooden ploughs. 
The agricultural production could not keep pace with the growing population, which jumped by 61 million people between 1890 and 1914 
Unwilling to give any power or delegate authority to the Duma  and clinging to autocratic rule the  Romanovs refused to enact the changes needed to save their dynasty. 
Russia’s economy was then crippled by WWI. 
Poor infrastructure meant that when the rails were being used to transport troops, food shortages occurred in the cities. Russian soldiers were poorly trained and equipped and they lost 4 million soldiers in the first year of the war 
In 1915, Tsar Nicholas II dismissed the Duma and  personally took control of the armed forces leaving his wife, Tsarina Alexandria, in charge of the imperial government. That was a mistake 
Russian Revolution 
She was strongly influenced by a mystic named Rasputin who virtually controlled the Government through the Tsarina until he was assassinated in Dec of 1916 by a royalist  group hoping to save the dynasty, and prevent a revolution. 
Rasputin
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Questions/Main ideas:Rasputin’s Prophesy
“I write this letter, the last letter, which will be left after me in Saint Petersburg. I have a premonition that I will die before 1 January (1917). I speak to the Russian People, to Papa [he referred to Nikholai II as Papa and Aleksandra as Mama], to Mama and Children, to all of the Russian Land, what they should know and understand. If I will be killed by ordinary people, especially by my brothers – the Russian peasants, then you, the Russian Tsar, should not worry about Your Children, – they will lead in Russia another hundred years. But if I am murdered by the boyars and noblemen, if they spill my blood, and it stays upon their hands, then twenty five years will pass before they be able to wash my blood from their hands. They will have to flee from Russia. Brother will kill brother, everyone will kill each other and hate each other, and at the end of twenty five years, not one nobleman will be left in Russia. Tsar of the Russian Land, if You hear the ringing of the funeral bell at the death of Grigory, then know; if in my death are guilty someone of Your relatives, then I tell you, that none of Your Family, none of Your children and Relatives will live more than two years. And if they live, they will pray to God for death, for they will see the disgrace and shame of the Russian Land, the arrival of the antichrist, pestilence, poverty, desecrated temples of God, holy places spit upon, where everyone will become a corpse… Three times twenty five years will the black bandits, servants of the antichrist, destroy the people of Russia and the faith of the Orthodox (church). And the Russian Land will perish. And I perish, I have perished already, and I am no longer among the living. Pray, pray, be strong, think of Your Blessed Family.”
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Questions/Main ideas:If the will and testament are authentic, then Rasputin really was on to something:
“I will die before 1 January…” He was killed Dec 30, 1916.
“if I am murdered by the boyars and noblemen…” He was killed by two relatives of the royal family.
“at the end of twenty five years, not one nobleman will be left in Russia” Not sure on this one, but most of the royalty was either executed by the new regime, or fled Russia.
“Brother will kill brother, everyone will kill each other and hate each other” The Communist revolution was a bloodbath. Even after the revolution ended, the regime of fear created by Stalin continued the blood and hatred.
“none of Your Family, none of Your children and Relatives will live more than two years” The Romanov family was executed July 16th, 1918. His other family members will also executed. (Not all died in the course of 2 years. One of his Rasputin’s murderers died in 1967, another died in 1942 of tuberculosis, a third in 1920.)
“disgrace and shame of the Russian Land” depends upon ones point of view
“arrival of the antichrist” Lenin or Stalin, take your pick.
“destruction of the Russian people” they survived didn’t they?
“destruction of the…Orthodox faith” It was certainly hampered a bit under Communism, wasn’t it?
“poverty, pestilence” There were years of hunger and poverty following the years of revolution.
“desecrated temples of God” Stalin destroyed many, many Russian Orthodox churches and they were used as granaries, barns, etc.
Although not all his prophecies came to pass, or did depending on your point of view, it’s spoooooooky how accurate they were.
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Questions/Main ideas:The End of the Romanov’s
Germany took advantage of Russia's internal problems at this time by encouraging nationalist movements and revolutionaries in Ukraine, Poland and Finland. German also attempted to destabilize Russia by giving support to Russian revolutionaries like Lenin in hope of causing internal collapse, forcing Russia out of the War. In fact the Germans smuggled Lenin  back into Russia from exile.
Crisis came to a head in 1917. 
After a series of horrible losses in battle over 2 million soldiers deserted 
Between Feb 23 and 26 there were riots over bread and coal shortages in the streets of Saint Petersburg. (which the Tsar had renamed Petrograd) 
The presence of 160,000 troops in the capital would (the government thought) ensure its safety. However the army  battalions began to take the protestor’s side and fraternize with the demonstrators 
When the Cossacks (considered the most loyal tsarist troops) began to hand out food and raid the granaries, the Tsarist officials went into hiding and the people turned to the Duma for leadership 
On February 27th 1917, the Duma established a provisional government 
While the temporary committee wanted to preserver the monarchy as a symbol of authority, the people favoured abdication 
On March 2nd, 1917, the Tsar abdicated for both him and his son Alexis in favour of his brother. The next day his brother Michael refused the crown  and Russia became a republic. End of Romanov Empire
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Questions/Main ideas:The Petrograd Soviet
The Duma was dominated by liberals of the Constitutional Democrats party. Prince Georgi Lvov became the first prime minister. The only social revolutionary was Aleksandr Kerensky (minister of Justice). 
The new provisional government was supported by the Petrograd Soviet, (a self-declared city of government composed of workers and revolutionaries.) 
Dissention developed between the two bodies over continued Russian involvement in the war 
Prime minister Lvov maintained that Russia must hold firm to its international obligations, the Petrograd Soviet disagreed 
The Triple Entente supported Russia’s continued involvement in WWI and  promised the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits to the Russians if Russia stayed in the war 
The government decided to stay at war, however, the Petrograd Soviet felt that staying in the war in order to acquire more territory for Russia was an imperialistic ambition. 
The Petrograd Soviet organized anti-war demonstrations and the Lvov government was brought down in May
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Questions/Main ideas:Russia in Turmoil
A new party, called The First Coalition, resulted from a union of all parties except the Bolsheviks (Lenin’s party). 
Lvov was retained as PM and Kerensky was appointed minister of war. the coalition continued Russia's involvement in the war and launched an offensive against the Germans at the end of June. It failed miserably. This opened the door for Lenin and the Bolsheviks 
Huge demonstrations of the 3rd and 4th of July nearly tipped the balance of power in the Bolsheviks favour. 
The government, however, accused Lenin of being a German agent 
Bolshevik presses were smashed, and Lenin fled to Finland while his chief aide, Leon Trotsky, was imprisoned 
The Second Coalition took office on July 24th , With Kerensky as Prime Minister 
Now there was not only left wing opposition to the government there were also right wing groups who objected to Kerensky’s inability to control the army. 
The turning point between the Petrograd Soviet and the Coalition was the “Kornilov Affair”.
[image: ]
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Questions/Main ideas:The Kornilov Affair
General Kornilov was commander in chief of the armies and disapproved of the Soviet (He was an anti-communist, and politically right-wing, while the Soviet were ultra-left wing.) The Kornilov Affair
He made an agreement with Kerensky, the current PM, to dispatch troops to Petrograd and destroy the Petrograd Soviet. 
Lvov attempted to have Kornilov replace Kerensky as PM while  Kerensky remained in the cabinet. 
Kerensky did not want to lose his position perhaps because he feared the government would be overthrown due to support from the population for the platform of the Soviet so he appealed to the people to save the revolution from Kornilov. 
Kerensky gained enough support to gain control of the army, then arrested Lvov and dismissed Kornilov. 
The right wing factions felt that Kornilov had been betrayed while the left wing factions (particularly the Petrograd Soviet) felt the government had plotted with Kornilov to destroy them
[image: ]
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Questions/Main ideas:Bread, Land and Peace
The Bolsheviks were prepared to take advantage of this split within the Duma. 
The Bolsheviks represented the majority of members inside the  Petrograd and Moscow Soviets, Lenin moved to seize control of the government 
On 25th of October 1917 (Nov. 7th 1917,in the new calendar)  strategic locations in Petrograd (including the Winter Palace) were stormed by Red Bolshevik troops. 
Members of the provisional government were arrested and Soviet authority was established. 
The provisional government had failed despite much progressive legislation. (it had given political prisoners amnesty, abolished capital punishment, granted the right to strike and removed restrictions based on class, nationality or religion) 
However, its inability to solve discontent among the farmers and peasants that worked in the agricultural sectors by redistributing land to the people, and the continuation of the war, led to economic and social breakdown and ultimately the collapse of public support for the provisional government. 
The charismatic personality of Lenin and the promise of bread, land, and peace proved popular to a population desperate for change Very pro lenin bio
How do these videos create a pro communist position? How does this differ from other information about the Communist Revolution you have been exposed to?
Lenin promised to distribute land to the peasants, give control of the factories to the workers and take Russia out of the war. 
These promises gave Lenin the support of the population which allowed the  Bolsheviks to take control of the government in 1917.
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Questions/Main ideas:The Treaty of Brest Litovsk
The first 4 years of Lenin’s government were challenging as civil war raged between the  supporters of the monarchy and the Bolsheviks 
Russia’s minister of foreign affairs, Leon Trotsky, wanted a peace treaty that would spare Russia loss of territory, and rejected the initial German settlement, when the German’s  terms were rejected, Germany launched a new offensive in February of 1918 that Russia was unable to stop. 
Lenin was determined to achieve his promise of peace no matter how high the price. In the face of the German advance Lenin was able to convince the Soviet that they had to accept the terms the Germans offered. 
The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed on march 3rd, 1918. 
With the treaty, the Soviet government lost 60 million people and the territory they lived in including the  Ukraine, Poland, Finland, Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia who all received their independence under the terms of the treaty. 
In addition to this territory Russia lost 26% of their  railway system, 33% of their manufacturing industries, 73% of their iron industries, and 75% of their coal fields all confiscated in settlement. 
Lenin began to establish the communist state. 
Lenin abolished all private ownership, making land the property of the people. Local soviets were instructed to create collective farms 
Problems arose when the government forcibly took harvests in order to feed the cities
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Questions/Main ideas:The USSR
The peasants were a lot more interested in eating and keeping the produce from agriculture than they were in who owned the land 
When the government took the food they produced to feed the cities the peasants resisted in a variety of ways. 
Cultivated areas (farms) fell by 40% in three years, a black market flourished that absorbed most of the farm produce (approx. 60% of the bread available in the cities was through illegal channels) 
By April 1920, only 29% of food was distributed through the official government system the rest as on the black market 
Major food shortages affected industrial labour, and strikes became common. 
Between 1918 and 1920, 7.5 million people died from starvation, disease, and the ravages of civil war. The Nationalization of property had taken a heavy toll on the Russian people. 
Civil war continued as the royalist supporters tried to take control from the Bolsheviks; Foreign intervention added to the conflict as the British, Canadians, French, Japanese and Americans landed at Vladivostok and the British, Americans and Canadians seized Archangel, in an attempt to require supplies given to Russia before the revolution, and potentially reopen the Eastern Front. 
Allied forces remained until 1920 (Japan until 1922) 
Bolsheviks managed to stay on top of things 
In 1922, the nation state of Russia became the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR)
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Questions/Main ideas:The White Versus the Red Russians
The civil war in Russia was fought between the Red Bolshevik Army (organized by Leon Trotsky) and the White Army (a collection of monarchists, Constitutional Democrats, Social Revolutionaries and right wing groups) 
The only thing the White Army had holding it together was their shared hatred of the Bolsheviks 
The White Army could not agree on a plan for Russia or on who should lead the country in the event of their victory. 
This made them ineffective against Trotsky’s forces who were well trained and presented a unified ideology. 
One of the White Army’s biggest problems was that it failed to gain the support of the peasants 
The common perception was that the White Army represented the tsarist autocracy and the landed gentry 
The White Army had also relied on the support of the West, which further alienated it from the Russian people. 
The Red Army emerged victorious in 1920 
They were then faced with nationalist uprisings and a war with Poland 
They maintained their grip on power and in 1922, the national state of Russia became the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
The Bolsheviks became known as the Communists at about the same time
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Questions/Main ideas:War Communism
Lenin instituted War Communism from 1917 until 1920, in order to stabilize the economy. 
War Communism maintained the status quo in industry and the agricultural sectors. This period was characterized by food shortages, strikes and riots (particularly in the cities). In March of 1925 the Kronstadt Naval base rebelled against the Communists and demanded free soviets (government) and a constituent assembly 
Lenin sensed strong dissatisfaction with Bolshevik rule and recognized that change was needed. He proposed to rejuvenate the economy with the New Economic Policy, through a return to individual economic initiative and profit motive. He presented the NEP as a temporary measure in 1921 
This allowed a measure of private enterprise in small industry (plants with fewer than 20 employees) and the retail trade, incentives were given to help increase production. Peasants would be permitted to keep produce beyond their taxes 
By 1928, the economy had recovered its pre-war strength. This NEP, however, resulted in a threat to the communists who disapproved of class distinctions. The number of Nepmen (small businessmen) and Kulaks (prosperous peasants) rose. Soon official limitations on their numbers were introduced  (they would be harshly suppressed during the collectivization of agriculture to come)
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Questions/Main ideas:War Communism Continued
War communism or military communism was the economic and political system that existed in the Soviet Russia during the Russian Civil War, from 1918 to 1921. 
this policy was adopted by the Bolsheviks with the aim of keeping towns and the Red Army supplied with weapons and food, in conditions in which all normal economic mechanisms and relations were being destroyed by the war. 
"War communism” ended with the beginning of the NEP (New Economic Policy)
War communism included the following policies:
All industry was nationalized and strict centralized management was introduced.
State monopoly on foreign trade was introduced.
Discipline for workers was strict, and strikers could be shot.
Obligatory labour duty was imposed onto "non-working classes".
requisition of agricultural surpluses from peasants in excess of absolute minimum for centralized distribution among the remaining population.
Food and most commodities were rationed and distributed in a centralized way.
Private enterprise became illegal.
Military-like control of railroads was introduced.
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Questions/Main ideas:The New Economic Policy
The New Economic Policy (NEP) was an economic policy proposed by Lenin to prevent the Russian economy from collapsing by allowing some private ventures
the NEP allowed small businesses or shops, for instance, to reopen for private profit while the state continued to control banks, foreign trade, and large 
Essentially the NEP required the farmers to give the government a specified amount of raw agricultural product 
the policy was expanded to include some industries.
The New Economic Policy (NEP) replaced the policies of War Communism which attempted to obliterate any signs of the market economy in the Soviet Union.
Rather than repossess all goods produced, the Soviet government took only a small percentage of goods. This left the peasants with a marketable surplus which could be sold privately. 
The NEP was generally believed to be intended as an interim measure, and proved highly unpopular with the Left Opposition in the Bolshevik party because of its capitalistic elements and the relinquishment of State control.
They saw the NEP as a betrayal of communist principles, and they believed it would have a negative long-term economic effect, so they wanted a fully planned economy instead. 
In particular, the NEP created a class of traders ("NEP men") whom the Communists considered to be "class enemies" of the working class.
 Lenin is quoted to have said "The NEP is in earnest and long-term", some suggest that if Lenin had stayed alive longer, the NEP would have continued beyond 1929, and collectivization would have never happened, or it would have been carried out differently
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Questions/Main ideas:Stalin Takes Control
After the Congress meeting in 1922 Lenin suffered a stroke and never returned effectively to power before his death in 1924 
Meanwhile Three basic ideological positions had emerged inside the party: 
the Left wing of the party maintained that socialism depended on a world-wide revolution. The most vocal in this party was Trotsky. He viewed the NEP as a betrayal of Communist ideology 
The right wing felt that a world revolution was also essential but they did not feel the same sense of urgency. Nikolai Bukharin (influential in the right wing faction of the party felt that the NEP was an appropriate stopgap measure. 
The center, led by Joseph Stalin,  felt that with or without world revolution, socialism could be built in one country. 
 A power struggle resulted in the Communist party after Lenin’s death in 1924, between the three groups. 
It was a combination of the appeal of the center position and Stalin’s dynamic personality and Machiavellian power politics that secured his control of the party. 
Stalin would force those who did not favour communism ( most of the peasants) to conform in order to fulfill his goal of “socialism in one country” 
Trotsky felt that without peasant cooperation, communism could not work. He felt the key to revolution lay in the revolt of western industrial workers .Trotsky was the most serious threat to Stalin’s leadership (he was exiled to Mexico in 1929, and murdered on Stalin’s instructions in 1940) 
Bukharin and his supporters Tomsky and Rykov tried to gain control of the Politburo (political bureau) but, by 1930 they had been ejected from the Politburo and all of Stalin’s rivals had been defeated or exiled
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Questions/Main ideas:Collectivisation
The creation of an agricultural collective was considered essential to the establishment of a socialist state. 
It was believed that economies of scale and mechanization would lead to increased yields. These increased yields would then be used to feed the cities and release workers for labour in industrial plants. 
Agriculture was considered of secondary importance to industry 
Farm workers had much lower standards of living than their urban comrades, because living standards on the farms were poor, many fled to the cities seeking industrial employment. 
The collectivist period resulted in two types of farms: The state farm and the collective farm 
The state farm was operated by peasant labour for a wage. Any losses in farming operations were borne by the state. 
Collective farm rewarded labour for its input. A tax was paid to the state, overhead was covered by earnings and any surplus was divided on the basis of the amount of labour provided by each worker. 
The surplus was usually negligible, as market prices were strictly controlled 
Collective farm workers were allowed to maintain private plots (of no more than 0.25-0.5 hectares, and a limited number of livestock) giving them an advantage over the workers on the State Farms
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Questions/Main ideas:Ukrainian Famine
The systematic confiscation of grain by the Soviet government led to a famine in the Ukraine that resulted in approximately 6 million deaths. (it has been compared to both the Holocaust and the Armenian massacre of 1915)  Famines under Stalin
The Soviet attempt to increase their industrial output produced a shift in population from rural to urban areas. 
Cities were dependant on rural areas for the production of food. When supplies became scarce the government began a policy of grain procurement  (they took grain from the rural areas, sometimes by force) 
The peasants resisted grain procurement after the Bolshevik revolution of 1917, which resulted in a agricultural shortfall. 
This combined with a drought in southern Russia and Ukraine led to a famine in 1921-22. This famine (unlike the 1933 famine) was acknowledged by the government, which organized both international and domestic relief programs to alleviate the suffering of the Ukrainian farmers 
The 1933 famine was by contrast encouraged by Soviet government policy
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Questions/Main ideas:Famine
Essentially Stalin waged war on the Ukrainian peasantry in order to create the social order and economic system that Communism demanded. Famine survivors
The Ukrainians were developing nationalistic aspirations. 
From 1928- 1932 government policies of collectivization were designed to enforce conformity and eliminate capitalism. 
The deaths of millions of Ukrainian peasants was justified by Stalin as a part of the cost of industrialization with an added bonus of eliminating resistance from pesky Ukrainian nationalist elements. 
In August of 1932 Communist Party members were given the legal right to confiscate grain from peasant households and a law were passed making grain theft punishable by death. 
That fall the harvest was guarded by 112 000 armed forces ordered to prevent peasants from taking grain by the start of 1933 it is estimated that a peasant family of 5 had 80kg of grain to feed them until the next harvest. 
Starvation became common 
Rats weeds dogs, bark, leaves, and garbage kept some people alive for a time 
Reports of cannibalism began to surface, deprivation, and death dominated the existence of the Ukrainian peasant Famine
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Questions/Main ideas:Stalin in the Ukraine continued
80% of the collective farms failed to pay their workers. Government policy stopped people from working elsewhere. 
An internal passport system was initiated that stopped the peasants from selling family heirlooms to residents of the cities in exchange for food. 
Over the winter 17 people per minute died every minute of starvation 
Despite this the Soviet Government continued to export grain and refused to accept foreign aid. 
In addition to this the border between the Russian Republic and Ukraine was blocked to ensure that no food entered the Ukraine 
Western nations remained (deliberately) ignorant of the famine 
New York Times reporter Walter Duranty received a Pulitzer Prize for accuracy in reporting for repeatedly denying in print the existence of the famine while privately estimating that as many as 10 million people may have died 
Malcolm Muggeridge accurately reported on the famine in defiance of Soviet authorities, but was not believed by the west. 
In fact the USSR was granted a seat in the League of Nations in 1934 despite widespread knowledge of the famine in the Ukraine 
The USSR refused to acknowledge the famine of 32-33 referring to the issue and food difficulties 
Open discussion of the famine was suppressed until Mikhail Gorbachev took over the USSR in 1985. 
Stalin’s policies in the Ukraine were deliberately geared toward destroying peasant autonomy and imposing totalitarian control.
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Questions/Main ideas:Collective Farms
Workers on collective farms had advantages over those on state farms The rich peasants or kulaks, would be destroyed by the poor peasants. A kulak was a farmer who owned property valued at least $800, and hired labour for 50 days out of the year. About 5% of Soviet farmers fell into this category. They were deemed unfit for collective farms, as their independence was unlikely to contribute to socialist production. They were forced out of the Ukraine and into Siberia or Central Asia. About 5 million kulaks “disappeared”. Many of them probably starved to death, while many of the others most likely ended up in industrial projects or Gulags in Siberia The repression of the Kulak’s was meant as an example for other peasants: Resistance to collectivization would not be tolerated. 
Between 1929 and 1933, however, peasant resistance occurred in the form of wholesale slaughter of livestock. 50% of all livestock was destroyed rather than delivered to the state 
This was followed by widespread drought in 1931 and 1932 contributing to the deaths of millions of people in the Ukraine
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Questions/Main ideas:End of Ukrainian Resistance
The droughts during 1931 and 1932 compounded the agricultural problems of the Soviet State and famine swept the Ukraine, claiming the lives of millions. Despite peasant resistance, the government persisted in its collectivization process and by the time the third Five Year Plan came into effect, 25 million farms had been collectivized. 
Food was more plentiful but the peasants still failed to meet production demands, as they tended to concentrate their efforts on their own “private” plots rather than the large “state” farms. The social consequences of agricultural restructuring were overlooked. During collectivization, 24 million people left the countryside. The increase in urban population accounted for only half of them 
12 million people remained unaccounted for. 
Some may have left the country but most of them probably died of starvation and depredation.
Stalin Purges the Soviet Army
Between 1936 and 1938 both the soviet government and the army experienced a series of “purges” on the orders of Stalin.  
Stalin initially focused his purge against the old Bolsheviks who were still powerful within the Communist party, the intelligentsia and the Red Army The arrests and show trials that resulted from this were known as the Great Purge 
Five months after Hitler reoccupied the Rhineland, the State Prosecutor Vyshinski, demanded the death sentence for 16 leading politicians for the crime of plotting to kill Stalin. The Great Purge differed from previous purges because of its extremity. It was the result of philosophical divisions within the party 
Leon Trotsky  led the left wing opposition, while Rykov led the right 
Both opposed Stalin’s draconian industrialization and collectivization policies
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Questions/Main ideas:The Great Purge
Stalin was already showing signs of instability and megalomania 
He would not tolerate any dissent and insisted on complete support of his ideas and initiatives  Stalin Bio of horror Still more Stalin - The Great Terror/Purge
Between 1933 and 1934, approximately one million suspects were expelled from the party, many of them were killed. 
Then in December 1934, the fourth most important man in the communist party Sergei Kirov was shot in Leningrad (most likely with the approval of Stalin) 
This gave Stalin the excuse he needed to act against all those who opposed him. Most particularly against the supporters of Trotsky 
Kirov’s assassins were hunted down in a massive witch hunt that resulted in the execution of thousands of people
The Purge of the Trotskyites
The Great Purge continued into 1936 with the focus shifting to the elimination of all of the Trotskyites 
In 1937 the focus of the purge shifts again this time to the Army, Stalin’s first target was the military hero Marshal Tukhachevsky 
Stalin used German security forces to provide falsified proof of his duplicity. 
In 1936, SS officer, Reinhard Heydrich received information regarding an alleged coup organizing in the Soviet Union led by Tukhachevsky with the purpose of overthrowing Stalin 
In the hopes of destroying the Soviet officer corps Heydrich passed the (unconfirmed)  information on to Stalin
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Questions/Main ideas:The Role of Germany in the Purge
After WWI the relationship between the Germans and the Soviets grew quite close. The Soviets had helped the Germans rearm and train in return for the Germans providing technical assistance (remember the Rapallo Treaties?) So Stalin was inclined to listen to German based intelligence. Using altered letters and documents written by Soviet generals to their German counterparts, German forgers made it look like the Red Army was about to make a move against Stalin They created incriminating documents bearing the signatures of Tukhachevsky, General Von Seekt and Leon Trotsky. When SS Hauptsturmfuhrer Janke protested the creation of these documents Heydrich had Janke arrested. Heydrich convinced Hitler to proceed with his attempt to destabilize the USSR. Some of the falsified letters were passed on to Soviet intelligence through Prime Minister Benes of Czechoslovakia. Moscow responded by buying the rest of the forgeries for 3million (forged) rubbles On June 11, the Soviet news agency the Tass reported the arrest of Tukhachevsky and seven other senior generals, and their executions
Costs of the Great Purge
The arrest and subsequent execution of eight of the top leaders of the Red Army began a massive purge of the military. Squads of NKVD agents (soviet secret police) descended on the army. In some cases they took the entire staff of some military bases. Within two years 35 000 officers were dead, including 90% of the army’s generals, 80% of its colonels, 3 of the 5 marshals, 13 of the 15 army commanders, 57 of 885 corps commanders 167 out of 280 division commanders, 11 vice-commissars for war, and 75 of the 80 members of the Supreme Military Soviet The air-force experienced a purge similar in its severity 
Only one senior Naval commander survived the Great Purge
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Questions/Main ideas:The Death of Trotsky
Many people accused during the Great Purge confessed to save their families and loved ones 
Many others confessed to “save the state” after days of interrogation (i.e. torture) 
Sentences for the accused were prepared before the trials and were preapproved by Stalin 
The Great Purge was not limited to the military 
About ½ of the Politburo and 2/3 of the Central Committee were also lost to the Great Purge 
In 1940 a NKVD agent assassinated Trotsky in Mexico City where Trotsky had fled to avoid the Purge 
The end of the Purge resulted in a Purge of the NKVD. In 1939 Lavrenti Beria became head of the NKVD and was given the task of eliminating those members whom had been involved in the killings that took place during the purge. 
Heydrich reported to Hitler that his plan had been a success. 
He claimed that the SS was responsible for the purge 
However most of the arrests and executions had been carried out before the faked or doctored documents reached Moscow 
The NKVD had used the SS to provide them with false evidence, however it is likely that Stalin would still have purged the military regardless of German interference
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Questions/Main ideas:The Gosplan
Immediately after the October revolution in 1917, the Soviet government began the nationalization of industry. 
In 1921, Gosplan, the state planning commission was established to draft an economic plan for the country. 
The Gosplan structured the Five Year Plans that began in 1928 
Lenin’s New Economic Policy had salvaged the economy, but it seemed unable to promote the rapid industrialization essential to move the Soviet Union into the ranks of other modern industrial nations 
In 1926, over 75% of people were still employed in agriculture, by 1940 only 51% of people were employed in agriculture 
The goals of the first 5 year plan were staggering. Total industrial output was to increase by 250%; Heavy Industrial production was to increase by 330%, pig iron by 300%, coal by 200%, electric power by 400%, and agricultural production by 150%. 
The focus on industrial consumption at the expense of domestic consumption allowed the Soviet state to give 25 percent of its GNP to industry and still direct sizable funds to science, military, and education. 
The Soviet state knew it had to transform a largely illiterate population into a skilled and educated work force. 
In order to make these changes Stalin introduced the turnover tax, this was levied on the wholesale price of goods and became a large source of revenue.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	___________________________________________________________________________________________________		______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Summary:_______________________________________


Questions/Main ideas:Weakness in the Soviet Plan
From 1928 to 1941, many large projects were completed including the Dnieper Dam, Stalingrad tractor factory, Magnitogorsk steel plant, Kuznetsk Basin mines, and the Baltic-White Sea Canal. 
Many of these projects depended on slave labour and it is estimated that 10 million political prisoners were held in concentration camps and used for industries such as mining and forestry and the construction of roads, railways etc. About 10% of these prisoners died each year due to harsh living and working conditions 
In just 12 years, the Soviet Union’s industrial output surpassed those of France, Italy, Japan and possibly exceeded that of Great Britain although many parts of its industry had problems. 
By 1937, awareness of the Nazi build-up of power resulted in a redirection of resources toward a massive rearmament program. 
Although large numbers of military goods rolled off production lines, the quality was not very high when compared to the goods produced by Japan and Germany. 
Many have suggested that despite of massive gains in industry the USSR was weaker in relation to other world powers at the end of the 1930’s than they had been in the 1920’s.
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Questions/Main ideas:Problems inside the System of the USSR
Marxist philosophy predicted a worldwide revolution of the working class and eventually an utopian (ideal) society that would operate without the administrative function of the state system (the “withering away of the state”.) 
Under the Bolsheviks, the Soviet foreign policy was based on 2 tenets: 1.) The belief the Communist revolution would spread to the rest of the world, as other Proletarians renounced the ties of national loyalty in favour of class loyalty 2.) The belief that Capitalist nations  led by the Bourgeoisie were determined to destroy the new socialist state and therefore its borders and internal security must be defended 
Lenin realized that a worldwide revolution was not exactly imminent which drove him to make a hasty peace with Germany 
The signing of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was humiliating and economically devastating for the USSR. 
The signing of the treaty was rationalized as securing the political survival of the new state so that it would eventually be able to promote revolution abroad. (it was also overturned with the T.O.V) 
After WWI, the new Soviet government was preoccupied with eliminating the resistance of royalist forces and foreign intervention in order to consolidate its power.
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Questions/Main ideas:The Comintern
In March 1919, Lenin established the Communist International  Comintern to further the Soviet goal of world revolution. 
 Through a network for foreign Communist parties, Lenin hoped to counteract allied intervention in the USSR’s civil war and strengthen the Soviet state and ultimately bring about the world wide Communist State idealized in Marx and Engels Communist Manifesto 
Revolutionary propaganda, labour strife, protests movements and subversion would be the tactics used against the capitalist world. 
By 1920, the Comintern structure identified Moscow as the leader in a world-wide system of communist parties. 
A characteristic feature of Soviet foreign policy was its acceptance of a Communist doctrine, and its attempts to conform to Marxist-Leninist ideology.
Socialism in One Country
Socialism in One Country was put forth by Joseph Stalin in 1924 and ultimately adopted as state policy by Stalin in 1926. 
It states that because all communist revolutions in Europe from 1917–1921 except in Russia failed, the Soviet Union should abandon the goal of world Communist revolution and begin to strengthen itself internally.
Though promoted at the time as an ideology of necessity, it goes against both Marxist beliefs and Lenin’s goals 
1925-6 signalled a shift from the immediate activity of the Comintern, the Communist International, from world revolution towards a defence of the Soviet state.
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Questions/Main ideas:The Soviet Union/International relations in the 1920’s
George Chicherin became commissar of foreign affairs in 1918 and held that position until 1930. His job was to stabilize the USSR’s position on the world stage 
The first step in securing the Soviet state on the international level came in April 1922 when the Soviet and German foreign ministers Chicherin and Rathenau, signed the Treaty of Rapallo. 
The treaty provided for diplomatic relations and economic cooperation between the two states. 
The treaty ended the isolation endured by both states and undermined the French attempt to ensure Germany’s adherence to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 
Great Britain gave the Soviet Union full recognition in January 1924, but a “red scare” in the fall of the same year ended relations until 1930. 
China recognized the USSR in may 1924, and made far-reaching concessions in Manchuria and Outer Mongolia. This ended when Sun Yixian died and was succeeded by Jiang Jieshi who was more western influenced, Stalin broke off relations in 1927 
Despite Trotsky’s warnings of the dangers of fascism, Stalin continued his relationship with Germany until 1933 when Hitler ended military cooperation with the USSR and created a single party state in Germany under which the German Communist Party was brutally persecuted and ultimately blamed for the Reichstag fire.
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Questions/Main ideas:International Relations Continued
Concerned about Hitler’s change of heart Stalin began to look to the west for potential allies, particularly France. He wanted to prevent any collusion between France and Germany that would allow Germany to expand its eastern territories. 
On September 18th 1934, the USSR joined the League of Nations (with the support of France) and on May 2nd, 1935, France and the USSR signed a treaty of mutual assistance. 
A similar Treaty was signed between the USSR and Czechoslovakia two weeks later promising Soviet aid if France first fulfilled its obligations to Czechoslovakia 
While the US recognized the Soviet Union after Franklin Roosevelt came to power in 1933, the West’s attitude toward the USSR was still one of suspicion and mistrust. 
After Britain’s guarantee to Poland in March 1939, aware of Poland’s anti-Soviet attitude, Stalin began talks with Germany. 
On August 23rd, 1939, talks were formalized in the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact. the pact gave the USSR the Baltic States of :Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, when they secretly split up Poland in the pact) In April 1941, the Soviet-Japanese neutrality pact was signed. 
The Nazi-Soviet pact, however, gave Stalin a false sense of security as he ignored warnings of a German attack from Churchill and his own (many, loud and vehement) intelligence sources. The Germans had over 3million troops along 1600km before Stalin knew what hit him, Barbarossa had begun June 22, 1941 The initial attacks caught Stalin by surprise and had devastating results. 
The Grand Alliance The USA, Britain, and the USSR would soon be forged
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Questions/Main ideas:The US Post World War I
The US emerged out of the First World War with greatly increased economic power. 
It lost 114 000 dead and 206 000 wounded but gained an incredible advantage as the heavy industry expanded to meet allied demands for war materials 
Despite Woodrow Wilsons role in fashioning the peace settlement, post WWI, the United States retreated into an isolationist position, determined to focus on its own internal development. 
The US Senate rejected the  Treaty of Versailles, on March 19,1920. Therefore the US was not represented on the reparations committee that established Germany’s was debt at $33 billion
The United States at Home
For its first century of existence, the United States focused on international neutrality and expansion within North America. It ended in 1898 with the Spanish-American war. When the US defeated the Spanish they gained control of the Philippines. 
The Americans did not want to let go of the Philippines for a variety of reasons (one of which was that they did not want the Germans or  the Japanese to gain a foothold in the region by gaining control of the Philippines) 
The Americans had taken a baby step in developing the dominant theme of American politics for the next century and beyond "American Sphere of Influence” In the First half of the 20th century, the United States underwent tremendous change as it went from economic boom to bust and to eventually used their late entry into WWI and II as an industrial springboard into the position of a global  superpower after the Second World War. 
In this period, the USA resisted formal political ties with Europe though it needed economic ties to fuel its domestic economy.
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Questions/Main ideas:The Rise of the US
By 1900, the US had become a massive industrial machine. 
The US had rich agricultural land, vast mineral resources, modern technology and an abundance of foreign and domestic capital. 
In 1901, Andrew Carnegie’s single company was producing more steel than all the steel-makers if England. 
The US had 400,000 km of railway by 1914 compared to Russia’s 74,000km. 
Coal production soared to 455 million tones per year, ahead of Britain at 292 million and Germany at 277 million tones. 
The US became the world’s largest producer of both oil and pig iron, and the largest consumer of copper. 
In 1914, the US had the world’s largest national income. 
This was only enhanced by the events of the war in Europe 
After the first world war, the US was left in a dominant economic position, as it had extended lines of credit to many of it’s European Allies during the war years. 
After the war, New York became a financial center comparable to London. 
After WWI the American public had a serious desire to follow a policy of isolationism in their foreign affairs. 
However American financial associations and trade associations supported international economic relationships. 
While they refused to join the League of Nations, The US wanted Europe to rebuild it’s economies and become viable trading partners once more.
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Questions/Main ideas:The Roaring 20’s in the US
At the end of the war, the US, strengthened economically, wished to focus on internal development. The government began to become much more deeply involved in issues concerning Public Morality. The Roaring Twenties. Rise of prohibition .In 1919, the Eighteenth Amendment to the US constitution outlawed the sale of alcohol. An underground economy developed almost immediately. Sale of alcohol was controlled by gangsters like Chicago’s Al Capone who earned huge profits from their underworld empires. 
Organized Crime and Prohibition 
It was the age of the radio and the automobile. More Americans owned automobiles than citizens of all the rest of the world combined 
Commercial radio and development of the motion picture industry contributed to a new era of communications and entertainment. 
Birth of Jazz In 1924, the American government established an annual immigration quota limit of 2 percent of the nationals of a given country that had been resident in the United States in 1890. 
This restriction sharply limited the flow of Catholics, Jews, and Asians, most of whom had come after 1890, even as it encouraged greater numbers of British, Germans, and Scandinavians, whose numbers had been greatest before 1890. Women in WWI Changing role of Women. Women's Suffrage in the US  
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Questions/Main ideas:Isolationism in politics and immigration policies in the US
The Americans were very serious about their “isolationist” ideals. They were expressed in both tariffs on foreign goods and massive quotas on immigration 
In 1922 the Fordney-McCumber tariff and in 1930, the Hawley-Smoot tariff, effectively closed the US market to European countries 
In 1924, the American government established an annual immigration quota limit of 2 percent of the nationals of a given country that had been resident in the United States in 1890. 
This restriction sharply limited the flow of Catholics, Jews, and Asians, most of whom had come after 1890, even as it encouraged greater numbers of British, Germans, and Scandinavians, whose numbers had been greatest before 1890. 
These restrictions were based largely on race and were deeply offensive to the peoples of the countries that found they bore the brunt of the discrimination. Cartoons of the time paint a picture.
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Questions/Main ideas:Rise of Mass Consumption and Mass Media
At the end of the war the US began to focus on domestic development. 
From 1923 to 1929, the American stock market boomed. 
The rise in its people’s standard of living made the USA the first mass consumer society. 
By 1928, there were 26 million cars (many of them Fords) in use. This mode of transportation made available frequent trips to the supermarkets that were appearing in major cities. 
This trend would change American eating habits, and Refrigerators were becoming essential. 
Hundreds of silent films and around 13 million radios in households provided entertainment. In 1927 “Talkies” were introduced 
Many people were living on borrowed money, and the same was true for stock market transactions as people purchased stocks with borrowed money. Called “leveraged” purchases or buying on the “margin” 
There were few controls in place to prevent the speculation that eventually led to the stock market crash of October, 1929 
In economics, laissez-faire describes an environment in which transactions between private parties are free from state intervention, including regulations, taxes, tariffs and enforced monopolies. Largely the US followed a policy of Laissez-faire economics in the pre-Great Depression period
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Questions/Main ideas:The Stock Market Crash: The Great Depression
Some investors sensing the impending disaster began selling off shares on October 24th by the 29th, this had caused panic to set in and a total of 16 million shares were sold on black Tuesday.  The Beginning of the Great Depression
Stocks which had been purchased on the “margin” with borrowed money now drastically dropped in value, investors faced bankruptcy 
The crash climaxed on November 13th, when the Dow Jones average dropped to 1987. Even blue-chip stocks dropped in value 
For Example AT&T dropped from $304 to $97.5 
By 1933, the market had hit bottom. 
9 million savings accounts vanished as banks went out of business. 
The working person and the Great Depression 
More than 85,000 businesses went bankrupt and thousands of homes and farms were lost to mortgagers. 
Farmers and the Great Depression 
The GNP of the USA was cut in half by 1933 and 16 million people, one-third of the labour force, were unemployed.
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Questions/Main ideas:Problems behind the Great Depression
The stock market crash of 1929 began the Depression, however it brought to a head problems that had been building in the booming unregulated post-war economy of the United States. 
One reason for depression was the internal weakness of the American economy, the unregulated nature of Capitalism left the economy vulnerable to collapse. 
Another reason was the interrelatedness of global trade, which encouraged nations like Germany and Austria to borrow much more money (often from the US) than the scale and health of their economies justified, in order to provide consumer goods to their populations. 
Unable to repay these loans these nations moved to tariff protection and deflationary budgets to save their economies 
World-wide protectionism had a more severe impact on the United States than it did on most European nations. 
In 1918, agriculture had enjoyed high prices but during the 20’s, foreign markets collapsed, the home market shrank, and prices fell. 
From 1922-32 US wheat exports fell from $200 to $5 million, this combined with drought and plagues of insects devastated the American farmer 
In addition, synthetic fibres reduced the demand for cotton, and better machinery allowed large-scale farmers to increase production and displace sharecroppers. 
The uneven distribution of wealth in the US has been pointed out as another caused for Depression. By 1932, 1 in 4 families was on relief.
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Questions/Main ideas:The inequalities of Capitalism and the Great Depression
The uneven distribution of wealth in the US has been pointed out as another caused for Depression. 
8.2% of the countries families held 42 % of the nations total income. 59.2 % of the population held only 2.7 % of the nations total income. Many Americans could not afford to purchase the consumer goods they built at work. 
The use of credit to improve living standards became common. Social welfare benefits did not exist (no unemployment insurance, no health insurance, no welfare). 13 million unemployed Americans were in bread lines. Some became homeless as mortgage companies foreclosed on houses. By 1932 1 out of every 4 families was on relief. The Emergency Relief Act was passed by the Hoover administration in July of 1932 to assist cities in funding relief projects
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Questions/Main ideas:Franklin Roosevelt and the “New Deal”
With the election of Franklin Roosevelt on March 3rd,  1933, the tide began to turn. Roosevelt introduced a plan to overcome the Great Depression called the “New Deal”. Roosevelt first declared a 4-day bank holiday The Great Depression Stories 23 minutes. He then passed the Emergency Banking Act which forbade the export of gold and the redemption of currency in gold and thus effectively took the US off the gold standard. The new law also allowed the government to regulate banning activities and allowed the Treasury Department to determine which banks could reopen. By March 15th, 1933, half of the countries banks (90% of the countries banking resources) were declared fit to reopen. The New Deal was revolutionary in its reorganization of the American economy, for it brought about massive government intervention in the marketplace 
It’s primary purpose was to feed was to feed people and revive industry. It was also meant to  remedy some of the abuses apparent in the system, labour movements pointed out that there did not seem to be unemployment in Fascist Germany or the Communist USSR. 
Despite economic collapse, there remained a sense of faith in capitalism. 
The New Deal ultimately preserved capitalism by providing interim relief immediately and by restructuring the economic system for the future.
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Questions/Main ideas:The Civilian Conservation Corps and the Tennessee Valley Authority in the New Deal
The blueprint for reform was outlined during the Hundred Days from March 9th  to June 16th, 1933. 
A number of major legislations were passed that included; the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (insuring individual bank accounts), the Civilian Conservation Corps (which employed 3  million young people on conservation projects) The Federal Emergency Relief Administration (to provide emergency relief for the needy) and finally (perhaps most controversially) the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) which established a system of dams for electricity and irrigation in the S.E. US. The TVA at work
The Home Owners’ Loans program saved about a million homes, and the National Recovery Administration regulated wages and prices in industry. 
In December 1933, the Twenty First Amendment repealed prohibition. 
The New Deal altered the face of American capitalism  The New Deal
The Social Security Act of 1935 introduced unemployment insurance and OAP, income tax law was revised 
It was not until the onset of the Second World War, however, that the problems of the Depression were fully overcome.
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Questions/Main ideas:US involvement in the European economy and the Dawes Plan
Germans were converting their money into foreign currencies, refusing to pay taxes (as they would go toward reparation payments) 
As the German government tried to repay war loans with paper money not backed by gold, inflation rose out of control and by December 1923, the German mark was worth 4.2 billion marks per US dollar and Germany defaulted on reparation payments (that is when the French invaded the Ruhr, in order to collect their own reparation payments) 
When the German workers in the Ruhr went on strike the German government continued to pay them, increasing inflation 
The German economy was in chaos 
The Dawes Plan of 1924 provided loans from American bankers to stabilize the German currency, and scale down reparations payments.  Dawes Plan
In 1929, US businessman Owen D. Young was sent to Europe to reschedule reparations payments again. The total bill was reduced greatly and lower rates of payments were set. 
By this time the international economy was beginning to experience increasing problems. 
In 1931, President Hoover declared a one year moratorium on reparation payments. 
At Lausanne in 1932, the European powers agreed to reduce Germany’s payments by 90 % if the US would do the same for their war debts. 
Then Hitler came to power, he cancelled the rest of Germany’s war debt and in an example of the Appeasement Policy, that marked this period the other global powers did nothing to stop him.
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Questions/Main ideas:US Involvement in Foreign Affairs
Despite isolationist policies the US became involved in disarmament talks with the other major global powers. The US hosted the Washington Naval Conference of 1921 (this treaty resulted in freezing the number of capital ships for 10 years, at the ratio of 5 each for US and Great Britain, 3 for Japan and 1.75 for Italy and France). This achieved the US goal of maintaining naval superiority over Japan and terminating a 1902 alliance between Japan and Great Britain (which was replaced by the Four Powers Act; US, GB, Japan and France binging them to consult each other in the event of a dispute over territory). The Four Powers Act was  followed by the Nine Power Treaty, which called for the respect of China’s territorial integrity  and the Open Door Policy (which assured trade access to China- both of which the US wanted in place to block Japanese expansion). In 1928 the US formally recognized the government of Jiang Jieshi and its commitment to the territorial rights of China. Both Japan and France were resistant to attempts to block their power. Many other countries were discontent with the naval disarmament of the 1920’s. The London Naval Conference of 1930 was an attempt to meet Japan’s demands for naval armaments without upsetting the balance of power in Asia. The Japanese desire for expansion was confirmed when they invaded Manchuria in 1931
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Questions/Main ideas:US Position on Foreign Aggression
In 1935, an isolationist Congress blocked attempts to have the United States join the World Court. 
In that same year, a Neutrality Act was passed, halting the sale and delivery of arms to belligerent states. The 1937 Neutrality Act made the sale and delivery of armaments dependent on a cash and carry basis .The act meant that belligerent nations could still buy war goods but had to transport it themselves. This became an advantage to Great Britain and its allies as they had many ships and Italy and Germany did not. The invasion of Ethiopia by Mussolini in 1935 allowed Roosevelt to invoke the Neutrality. The invasion of Ethiopia by Mussolini in 1935 allowed Roosevelt to invoke the Neutrality Act almost as soon as it was passed. An immediate arms embargo went into effect, and American citizens were warned not to sail on belligerent ships or to trade with the nations at war.
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Questions/Main ideas:The US at the start of WWII
When the League of Nations imposed a list of goods to be denied to Italy, the Americans didn’t formally agree as they felt the exclusion of oil would make the embargo ineffective. The British and French were afraid that if an imposed embargo included oil, Mussolini would go to Hitler for help. Western action against Italy was a failure as the Italians continued to dominate Ethiopia and Americans increased their trade with Italy. In the next 2 years, Roosevelt worked to remove the arms embargo as he watched Hitler reoccupy the Rhineland and  move into Austria and Czechoslovakia. Although the Americans did not want German domination of Europe or Japanese domination of Asia, it was unwilling to take an active military role in preventing it from happening. The invasion of Poland and the declaration of war by GB and France in Sept. of 1939 challenged the US’ isolationist policy. Hitler had upset the balance of power in Europe, GB and France were preparing for war. In November 1939, the arms embargo was lifted and the sale of war materiel to Britain and France started. Though the US remained officially neutral through this action, the Americans were now aligned with the other democracies against Hitler
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Questions/Main ideas:Initial nature of US aid in WWII
By the summer of 1940, the British, concerned by the German occupation of France, appealed to the US for destroyers to protect the Atlantic supply line 
On Sept. 2nd a “destroyers for bases” deal was made, exchanging American destroyers for a 99-year lease on British bases in the Caribbean and Newfoundland. 
On 16th Sept. 1940 The Americans passed the Selective Training and Service Act the first peacetime draft in American history. 
When the Germans launched air attacks on Britain, it became apparent that Britain would not be able to carry on with the limited supplies they had been allowed in the Cash and Carry plan. 
Churchill appealed directly to Roosevelt for aid and in 1941, Congress passed a bill allowing $7 billion in war materiel to Britain. 
This became the first transfer of US goods under the Lend-Lease Act (this act was, in effect a declaration of economic war against Germany and Italy, it allowed the lending or leasing of any war materiel deemed necessary by the president to any nation whose defence was vital to that of the US)
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Questions/Main ideas:The Attack on Pearl Harbour
In April 1941, US naval and air bases were established in Greenland and in July 1941, Iceland was occupied by the US. Roosevelt declared a neutrality zone in the Atlantic extending to Iceland and US ships began to patrol the Atlantic to protect vessels carrying goods to Britain. By September the US was waging an undeclared war against German submarines While the war in Europe raged on, the Japanese continued to expand in Asia, moving southward in search of raw materials and eventually occupying French Indo-China. The United States moved to protect its interests in the Philippines and prevent Japanese domination of the entire area. Japan had become dependant on trade with the US . In September 1940, the Americans banned exports of Iron and Steel to Japan the following July they froze all Japanese assets in the US and demanded that Japan withdraw from China the Japanese refused. Pearl Harbour. On December 7th, 1941, the Japanese air force attacked Pearl Harbour in Hawaii (headquarters of the US Pacific fleet) The conspiracy theory attack on Pearl Harbour. The following day, the Americans responded by declaring war against Japan. On December 11th, 1941, Germany and Italy, as allies of Japan, declared war on the United States. Isolationism was over. The US had entered WWII.
[image: ]

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	___________________________________________________________________________________________________		______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Summary:_______________________________________



image2.wmf

image20.wmf

image3.wmf

image30.wmf

image4.wmf

image40.wmf

image5.wmf

image50.wmf

image6.wmf

image60.wmf

image7.wmf

image70.wmf

image1.wmf

image10.wmf

