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New Immigration Policies Continued

* The focus of the Department of Immigration is supposed to be
g immigrants to Canada who have the education,

g and skills to become contributing members of the

labor force, or who have the financial resources to establish

their own business in Canada.

* In order to help focus the immigration department in that
direction a points system was introduced to the criteria for

poi ‘and experience,
occupational demand, perceived adaptability of the
immigrant, age and knowledge of French or English. If the
ts awarded to the immigrant added up to 50 or more, the
ual was eligible for admission.
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The Points System

Education: Generally one point for each year of primary and
secondary education successfully completed

Vocational training: Points for vocational or on-the-job
training.
Experience : Points for relevant job experience

Occupational demand: Points based on the need in Canada for
the type of work the applicant is qualified and willing to do

Arranged employment: Points if the applicant has arranged a
job, as long as this employment does not take a job away from
Canadian workers.

Location: Points if the immigrant is willing to move to an area
where his or her particular skills are needed
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New Policies in Immigration
A shift in Policy

Because of its wealth and stabilty, Canada is an attractive destination for
immigrants.

‘The federal government, under Pierre Trudeau, declared that Canada
would adopt multicultural policy in 1971. Canadawould recognize and
respect its society included diversity in languages, customs, religions, and
500n. 1n 1982 multiculturalism was recognized by section 27 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Official multiculturalism

Eachyear, there are more people applyingto immigrate to Canada than
we are ableto accept, therefore inthe 1970's the government set up.
guidelines based onthree broad objectives: Humanitarian to unite
families and provide a safe haven for those who are persecuted, Economic
to provide skilled labor for Canada and encourage economic growth and
investment, Demographic considerationsto maintain steady population
growth

‘The Canadian government no longer gives preference to people from
specific countries. Instead, ithas established criteriathat all applicants.
have to met, regardiess of their country of origin.
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Chinese Immigration

The Chinese Immigration Act of 1835 placed head tax onall
Chinese immigrants comingto Canada.

Forcingthemto pay a fifty dollar fee to enterthe country. In 1900,
the fee wasraised to one hundred dollars. In 1903, the amount was
raisedto five hundred dollars, the equivalency of two years' wages.
Later, another law was passed, declaringthat only one Chinese
immigrant could come to Canada for every fifty tons of the ship
theywere travelling on, for that one voyage. That meant thatonly.
tenimmigrants could come to Canada on a ship weighing five
hundredtons

Thisact was eventually replaced in 1923 by the Chinese.
Immigration Act of 1923, also known as the Chinese Exclusion Act,
which banned Chineseimmigration entirely.
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History of Immigration Cont.
Canadian citizenship

Until 1947, there wasno such thingas a Canadian citizen.
Canadians were British subjects.

The Canadian Citizenship Act established Canadians as citizens of
Canada rather than subjects of Britain.

Under this Actall those born in Canada or who had become
naturalized British subjects automatically became Canadian citizens.

New immigrants could gain citizenship if they had legally entered
the countryand had lived in Canada for of the last6 years, hada
‘good knowledge of French or English and were of “good character”

Children who were born toa Canadian father living outside Canada
‘werecitizens, however ifthe mother was a Canadian citizen and the
fatherwas not, the child was not considered acitizen. This would
not change until the new Citizenship Act of 1976.
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New Immigration Policies

The Immigration Act passed in 1952 allowed Cabinet to
control immigration through Orders-in-council, 5o they could
admit, limit or prohibit immigration for almost any reason
they wanted. This led to a significant amount of racial
discrimination regarding new immigrants to Canada.

n regarding race was changing in the 50's and
60's and the portions of Canada’s population began t
the discriminatory nature of Canada’s immigration policies.
lea that Canada should be a “cultural mosaic” began to
popularity.

Parliament. However, it still set different criteria for those
people trying to immigrate from Asian and African countries.
In the late 60's a point system was introduced in an attempt to
create a more color blind system.

In 1978 a new Immigration Act was introduced that outlined
the new goals of Canada's immigration policy
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Mosaic or Melting Pot?

« Canada prides itself at home and abroad as a country
made up of a cultural mosaic.

« The mosaic s based on our belief that Canada as a
whole becomes stronger by having immigrants bring
with them their cultural diversity for all Canadians to
learn from.

+ The cultural melting pot, as adopted in the United
States, tells immigrants that no matter who they
have been in the past, upon landing on American
shores, they are Americans and are expected to
adopt and follow the American way.




