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1982 Patriation of the Constitution

* “Today I have proclaimed this ¥ 2 - ol y AL
nnew Constitution, one that is
truly Canadian at last. There
could be no better moment for
me as Queen of Canada to
declare again my unbounded
confidence in the future of this
wonderful country.”

-Queen Elizabeth at the
proclamation ceremony, April
17,1982

Collectionscanacagcea

. Patriation is a legal term made up in Canada to mean taking control
of our constitution from Great Britain. The British North America
Act of 1867 was revised and became the Constitution Act of 1982. .
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The Charter of Rights

and Freedoms

« The new Constitution Act included
an entrenched Charter of Rights
and Freedoms which protects

political, civil and minority rights in

L 4

« Entrenched s a legal term meaning that it can only be
changed through a nation-wide amendment process, the
same amendment process needed to change the Constitution
Act.

« Amendments to the Constitution Act can only be passed if

agreed to by 7 of the 10 provinces totalling more than 50% of
Canada's population.
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The 1981-1984 Recession

* From 1981 to 1984, Canada's economy
experienced its worst downturn since the Great
Depression, with interest rates climbing to 23%,
and more than 1.5 million Canadians out of work.

- Because of government spending to try to turn around the recession,
and because of the high interest rates, the federal government debt
tripled from $84 Bi in 1981 to $240 Billion in 1986.

- The debt rise led to government cutbacks in social programs such as
unemployment insurance and welfare that continues to this day.

- The recession was the end of decades of unhindered prosperity and

growth for Canada, and poverty, unemployment and homelessness
creased. Similar to the Depression of the 19305, food banks became a
normal fact of life for some families, rather than an emergency
measure.
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1988: The Free Trade
Agreement

« In 1988, Canada negotiated and signed a free trade agreement
with the United States. Under the U.S.-Canada agreement, trade
was made easier, and there were no tariffs on goods traded
between the two countries.

+ In the negotiations, Canada was able to protect its culture from U.S. control,
and water resources were kept off the table as well.

On the plus side, Canadian exports to the U.S. rose, but the U.S. has not
always lived up to the spirit of the agreement on such issues as softwood

lumber tariffs.

In 1994, Mexico joined the agreement which is now called NAFTA, the North
American Free Trade Agreement.
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The G.S.T. and the Fall of Mulroney

* In1991, the government introduced the Goods and
Services Tax (G.S.T.), a 7% sales tax. Although the tax
replaced a hidden tax on manufactured goods that had

long existed, the fact that shoppers could now see the
tax at the check-out counter made it an unpopular one.

By 1993, when Mulroney would have had to call an election, his popularity
had dropped to the lowest of any Prime Minister ever measured by polls. He
resigned as Prime Minister, and the Progressive Conservative leadership was
won by Kim Camphell, who became Canada's first female Prime Minister.

Campbell called an election, but with the loss of the West to the new Reform
Party, and the loss of Quebec to the separatist federal party, the Bloc
Quebecois, the Progressive Conservatives went from 169 seats to just two
seatsin the House of Commons. Liberal leader Jean Chretien was elected
Prime Minister and would remain P.M. for the next ten years.
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1995: Quebec again on the brink

+ Do you agree that Quebec should become sovereign
after having made a formal offer to Canada for a new
economic and political partnership within the scope of
the bill respecting the future of Quebec and of the
agreement signed on June 12,1995?"

+ In 1995, the Parti Quebecois again held a referendum on the separation
of Quebec. Their complicated ballot question asked for Quebec to
become an independent country with “sovereignty association”, or a
mutual partnership, with Canada.

+ Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s Liberal government argued that Quebec
would be cut off from Canada and ruined economically. Meanwhile,
First Nations groups, notably the James Bay Cree which controlled huge
areas of northern Quebec, stated they would remain with Canada if
Quebec separated.

- The vote on October 30, 1995 was very close, with 50.58% voting No
and 49.42% voting Yes.
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The Creation of APEC

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an organization of 21 Pacific Rim
countriesthat secks to promote free trade and economic cooperation throughout
the Asia-Pacificregion.

It was established in 1989 in response o the growing interdependence of Asi
Pacific economies and the advent of regional trade blocs in other parts of the
world; to fears that highly industrialized Japan (a member of GB: the top &
‘economies inthe world) would come to dominate economic activity inthe Asia-
Pacific region; and to establish new markets for agricultural products and raw
materials beyond Europe (where demand had been declining).

APEC works to raise living standards and education levels through sustainable
‘economic growth and to foster a sense of community and an appreciation of
shared interests among Asia-Pacificcountries.
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Human Rights

believed to belongjustifiably to every

Human Rights: a right tha
person.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a declaration
adopted by the United Nations in1948. The Declaration arose
directly from the experience of the Second World War and
represents the first global expression of rights to which all human
beings are entitled to.

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is a permanent court to
prosecute individuals for genocide, crimes against humanity, war
crimes, and the crime of aggression.
Louise Arbour, was the UN High Commi:
former justice of the Supreme Court of Canada and a former Chief
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Courts for the former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. She has made history with the first
prosecution of sexual assault as the articles of crimes against
humanity.

foner for Human Rights, a
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Human Rights Violations: International

* The Holocaust: The mass murder or genocide of approximately six

ion Jews during World War II, a program of systematic state-
sponsored murder by Nazi Germany, led by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi
Party, throughout Germany and the German occupied states.

* Cambodian Genocide: From 1975 to 1979 Cambodia was ruled by
the Khmer Rouge Communist Party. The four-year period cost
‘approximately 2 million lives through the combined result of
political executions, disease, starvation, and forced labor

* Tiananmen Square: Student-led popular demonstrations in Beijing
took place in 1989, exposing deep splits within China's political
leadership. The protests were forcibly suppressed by ha
leaders who ordered the military to enforce martial law in the
country's capital. The crackdown became known as the Tiananmen
Square Massacre as troops with assault rifles and tanks inflicted
thousands of casualties on unarmed civilians trying to block the
military’s advance towards Tiananmen Square inthe heart of
Bejing, which student demonstrators had occupied for seven weeks.
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Human Rights Violations: International

« Apartheid in South Africa: a system of racial segregation
in South Africa enforced throughlegislation by the
National Party governments, the ruling party from 1948 to
1994, under which the rights of the majority black
inhabitants were curtailed and Afrikaner minority rule was
maintained.

« Apartheid sparked significantinternal resistance and
violence, and a long arms and trade embargo against
South Africa. Since the 1950s, a series of popular uprisings
and protests was met with the banning of opposition and
imprisoning of anti-apartheid leaders. As unrest spread
and became more effective and militarized, state
organizations responded with repression and violence.
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Human Rights Violations: In Canada

* Internment Camps:

« WWI: The Ukrainian Canadian internment was part of the
confinement of *enemy aliens" in Canada duringand for
twoyears after the end of the First World War, lasting
from 1914 to 1920, under the terms of the War Measures
Act. About 4,000 Ukrainian men and some women and
children of Austro-Hungarian citizenship were keptin
internment camps and related work sites.

« WWII: Confinement of Japanese Canadians in British
Columbia during World War 1. The internment began in
January 1942, following the attack by Japan on Pearl
Harbor. The Canadian government gave the internment
order based on speculation of sabotage and espionage,
although the RCMP and defense department lacked proof.
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Human Rights Violations: In Canada

+ Minority Voting Rights: In Canada's early years, only
men who were property owners and more than 21
years of age could vote. Women, Asians and aboriginal
people were among those who fought for the right to
vote in Canadian elections for decades. Some have
only had the right to vote for less than 50 years ago.

* Treatment of Aboriginals: Ever since Europeans came
to Canada hundreds of years ago they have oppressed
the native population. Residential schools, the
introduction of diseases, and downright murder.

inal peopledidn’t receive the right to vote until
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Canadians in Bosnia 1992

« Canada was asignificant contributor to the NATO mission in
Bosnia-Herzegovina the former Yugoslavia, known as the
Stabilization Force, or SFOR.

« Canadian troops first came to the Balkans in February 1992 as
part of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR),
which was formed to protect non-combatants during the wars
that tore apart the former Republic of Yugoslavia.

« With the signing on December 14, 1995, of the General
Framework Agreement for Peace at Paris, after negotiations
conducted at Dayton, Ohio, NATO entered Bosnia-Herzegovina
with the 60,000-strong Implementation Force (IFOR) to
ensurethat the belligerent parties complied with its terms.
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War in Yugoslavia

After the death of Tito in 1880 tensions in Yugoslavia escalated into the Croatian
War of Independence when the Yugoslay National Army and various Serb.
paramilttaries attacked Croatia after Croatia proclaimed independence.

By the end of 1981, high intensity war fought along a wide front reduced Croatia
to control of about two-thirds of tsterritory.

January 1992, Croatia gained diplomatic recognition by the European Economic:
‘Community members, and subsequentlythe United Nations.

The war effectively ended in 1995 with a decisivevictory by Croatia in August
1905,

‘The remaining occupied areas were restored to Croatia pursuant tothe Erdut
Agreement of November 1995, with the process concluded inJanuary 1995.
Croatia became 2 World Trade Organization (WTO) member in 2000.

‘The country signed a Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) with the
European Union in October 2001

Croatia joined NATO on 1 April 2009, and the European Union on 1 July 2013,
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Kosovo War

The conficin Yugosiaviahad bean going onsince the eary 19505 when Scbodan Mikieié, the
former YugosiaPresider,reduced Kosovo's autonamy.

Kosouo Albariansprotestadand procisimed theindependers Republicof Kosove, which, was oy
recognized by ndghbering Albaria, andrefusad o cooparate it authorkies.
Milosevicresponded with thedismisalof il Kosovo Albaniansin e local ares and otherharsssmrs,
which led  vilence betweenSarbianmilary and Albanian rhatitans of Kesovo inthemd-19%0s.
11995 the Dayton Agreement endedithe Bosnian War, draving considerableirtarnasonsl tzanion.
However,the stuaioninKosova remsined [y unsdiressd.

By 1996 the Kosovoliberatin Army (KLA), an axhnic Albarian suerls group,had defested the non-
Violant resstance movemant and had Saried toresi Sebian and Yugosay Sty forees resutng 1
the earlystagesof the Kosovo War.

By 1958, astheviclencahad worsaned and dispacad scores o Albarians, Westernintarest incrazsed.
The Serbian authoriessigned s ceasefive and paril etrest, moritoredby Organization forSecurky.
2nd Co-operation i Europe (0SCE]

Howver, theceasefredid nothold and fghting resumedin Decermber 1598

The Razak massacr in 1998 n brotght newintarnatonsl atenton to thecorfictin Kesovo Wihin
wasks, 2 mulilterlintarmionsl conference was corvensd nd calkdfor the deploymert of NATO.
pescalesping forces.

The Serbian pary fourd the terms unacceprable andrefsed  sign the draf.

NATO incervened by bombing Yugosiavia besween Marchand June 199, airing o force MiloSev to
withdraw i forcesfrom Kesovo.

June 1995, Milo3aié accepeed the tarmscf an ntemationalpesce planto end the igting.

00 12 June, after MiloSeéaccepted theconditons, theNATO-led peaceleeping Kosowo Force (KFOR)
began entarng Kosovo. KFOR hid bsen praparing o conduct comba operators, butin the end, s
mission wasonly pescekesping
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Genocide in Rwanda 1994

* Background: Belgium once controlled Rwanda. When Belgium
authorifies discovered (around 1959) that Tutsi leaders were lobbying.
for control, they encouraged the Hutus to rise up against the would-be
Tutsi usurpers. This resulted in the massacre of tens of thousands of
Tutsis, and power fell into the hands of the Hutus who gained
indepéndence 1962, Tutsis took refuge in Uganda and founded the
Rwandan Patriotic Front

* In 1973, a coup d'état organized by the Hutu extremist General Juvenal
Habyarimana, overthrew the existing government. This dictator
eencouraged discrimination between the Hutus and the Tutsis. In 1990,
violence broke out between Habyarimana's and RPF's armies. Rwandan
Tutsis and moderate Hutus also became the targets of attacks by
Habyarimana's forces. The conflictworsened after the death of
E:gbyarimana in 1994. The massacre of Tutsis and moderate Hutus

an.

* Peacekeepers who were assigned to the site to keep the peace led by
Canadian General Romés Dalaire found themselves poweriess in thy
facef thisall-out genocide taking lace befare theirvery eyes: Inded,
insufficient troops, cou 3 restricted mandate hampered the
Peacelecpers they o ok it eHestany desaltethe ianee

ure applied to the UN by General Dallaire for more troops and

Sauipment. In less than four months, the death toll reached one million,

most of the victims being Tutsis and moderate Hutus.





image20.png
Canada’s international role in land
mine reduction

* In 1996 , Canada
challenged countries from
around the world to sign a
treaty banning the
production and use of land
mines. In 1997, 134
countries and organizations
signed he treaty, known as
the Ottawa Process. Since
1997, 20 million stockpiled ¢
landrhines have been
destroyed, and the # of |
countries producing land ~ fi
mines has dropped from 54
to 16
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Canadian Timeline, 1980 - 2000
. 1980:

PierreTrudeau (Liberal) wins federal election

- Quebec votes against separationina
referendum.

~ "0 Canada” becomes National Anthem
National Energy Program created.

. 1981
— Terry Fox dies,3 months after a return of his cancer ended his cross-courtry.
marathon to raise money for cancer research.
.« 12
~ Constitution patriated. Charter of Rights introduced.
‘The Ocean Ranger oil platform sinks in storm off the coast of Newfoundland.
. 1s83
- The Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) commonly known s “Star Wars” was.
proposed by US. President Ronald Reagan to use ground-based and space-
based systems o protect the United States from attack by strategic nuclear
ballistic missiles. That made Canadiansalittle nervous.
- Thisisamove away from the policy of Mutual Assured Destruction (MAD).
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Canadian Timeline (2), 1980 - 2000

.1984:

—Trudeau retires. John Tumerwins Liberalleadership,
becomes PI. then loses federal slectionto Brian
Mulroney (Progressive Conservatives).

—Jeanne Sauvé, firstfemale federal cabinst minister
andfirstfemale speaker ofthe house,is namedirst
female Governor General.

~MarcGameau becomes the frst Canadianin space.

ight 182 in sea near Ireland. 329
passengers, including 279 Canadians, killed.

. 1986
~ Expo'86 heldin British Columbia

- 1087
~ Reform Party, Western-Canadian political party, founded.
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-1984:
-Trudeau retires. John Tumer wins Liberal leadership,
becomes PM., then loses federal election to Brian
Mulroney (Progressive Conservatives).
~Jeanne Sauvé, firstfemale federal cabinet minister
andfirst female speaker of the house, is namedfirst
female Governor General.

-Marc Garneau becomes the first Canadian in space.

© 1985

. 1986
— Expo'86 heldiin British Columbia

. 1987
~ Reform Party, Western-Canadian political party, founded.
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Canadian Timeline (3), 1980 - 2000

. 1988:
- Brianulroney wins federal re-slection onthe issue of Free Trade with the U.S.
- Calgary holds Winter Olympics

. 1989:

- US-CanadaFree Trade Agreementbegins
- Montreal Massacre: Dec. 6, gunman slays 14women ataMontreal university.
- 1 graduatedfrom high school

- 1990:
— Meech Lake Accord f:

— Stand-off between Mohawk First Nation
and government in Oka.

- 1981
— Canadian Forces take part in the
War against Iraq,
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Canadian Timeline (4), 1980 - 2000

* 1992:
~ Cod fishery is shut down in the Atlantic region.
~ Charlottetown Accord fails in national referendum.
— Toronto Blue Jays win the World Series.

* 1993

~ Brian Mulroney resigns. Kim Campbell becomes leader of the
Progressive Conservatives and first female Prime Minister, but is
defeated by the Liberal leader Jean Chretien in the federal election.
ian soldier
jans.

in Semalia charged with torture and murder of

. 1995:

~ Another Quebec referendum on separati
to keep Quebec in Canada.

n. The NO vote squeaks a win
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Canadian Timeline (5), 1980 - 2000

\g
0

A giving First Nation self-government of 2000
sq. km. in Nass River Valley.

.+ 1997:

— Chretien wins re-election as Prime Mi
in federal election that sends five pol
parties to Parliament.

— Confederation Bridge to Prince Edward
Island opens.

. 1999

~ April 1, the territory of Nunavut is founded.
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Beyond 2000

v

2003, Paul Martin succeeded Jean Chrétien as leader of
the Liberal Party and became prime minister.

After the 2004 election, his Liberal Party retained power,
though it was reduced to a minority government.

Forced by a confidence vote, the 2006 general election
produced a minority government for the opposition

Conservative Party, making Stephen Harper prime
minister.

2006, Stephen Harper the leader of the Conservative
party becomes prime minister.
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“Well, welcome to the 1980s”

« With these words, PierreElliot Trudeau
celebrates his political comeback as
Prime Minister after winning a majority
Liberal governmentin the February,
1980 election.

« Although he had been Prime Minister
since 1968 (except for Conservative
Prime Minister Joe Clark's three-month
minority governmentin 1979), his next
fouryearsin power would define
Canada for decades to come.
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1980: The National Energy
Program

+ One of Trudeau's firstactions after the election
wasto bringin the National Energy Program. The
NEP was designed to protect Canada's il supply.
‘2nd promote Canadian ownership of our energy
resources. Petro-Canada was created as a national
oil and gas company.

* The NEP made Alberta's oil and gas available at cheaper than world
pricesto Canadian manufacturing companies, especially in eastern
Canada, and further taxed oil and gas profits.

* Inprotest, Alberta's Premier Peter Lougheed threatened to cut oil
shipmentsto eastern Canada. Prices were raised to reflectworld prices.
but the NEP remained in place until 1984. It became a symbol of the.
rising feeling of Western Canadian Alienation, as Western Canadians
felttaken for granted and pushed around by a federal government
morefocussed on Ontario and Quebec. This has been credited with
beingone of the causes of regionalismas it created among some, the.
perception of regional dispar





