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The “Miracle of Dunkirk”

« Asmen retreated, they moved North towards England. They
had no way to cross the channel, the Germans pursued
behind them. If caught, the soldiers would be forced to
surrender, and England and the allies would lose hundreds of
thousands of troops.

« The officers of the German air force told Hitler they could
defeatthe allies in three days, so Hitler tuned towards Paris
with his land army, to complete the conquest of France.




image6.png
The “Miracle of Dunkirk”
Continued..

* As newsreached Britain, a plan was developed to evacuate the
British and French soldiers back to England.

* Inone of the most heroic examples of civilian bravery during WWil
hundreds of ships, including many pleasure craft and other non-
military vessels crewed by civilians crossed the channel to do their
partand help the men of England.

* Miraculously, while the men were being evacuated foggy weather
inhibited the efforts of the German Luftwaffe. The channelusually
choppy waters, remained calm, allowing for quick evacuation. By
June3rd, 338,226 men were evacuated from Dunkirk.
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Battle of Britain (1940-1941)

By 1940 with thefall o France only Britain remained unconquerad.
The Planned German nvasion of the Britsh slesws cod named Operation Sea Lion

- Hitler ordered his sieforce to tcack miliary targets, and then civifan targets n Britain

“The Royal Ar Force, along with many Canadian Royal A Force pilots, fought back.
‘sgainstall odds unti the German o rads ceased.

“The “Battle of Brtain” Iasted 8 months and costthe vesof 40553 men, woman and.
Childran.

Radar wss used effactively or the isttime during the Sattls of Britain ths Chain Home
natwork of radars detected approaching German sicraft

e, aftr failingto gain ar suparirity over Bitsin during the summer months,
Gecidad o turn his army East agains: the U'S S R the German invasion of tha Soviet
Unionts code named Operation Barbarossa

“The Battle of ritin s the firstsignifcant German defeat of the war

BBC - History - World War Two Movies
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Battle of the Atlantic

-During WWII, supplies for England and the Allied forces in Europe
were carried by ship across the North Atlantic Ocean.

-Thousands of Canadian merchant sailors served on ships carrying
food, fuel, weapons, ammunition, and other supplies to English
ports.

~These sailors faced the constant threat of attack from German
submarines.

This is known as the Battle of the Atlantic

-Thousands more Canadians served on Naval vessels like the
Corvette in the Royal Canadian Navy and in aircrafts that were.
assigned to protect the merchant ships from enemy attack.

-In 1940, the German navy launched a campaign of submarine
warfare using U-Boat Wolf-packs to cut off Britain's oversea
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Merchant Sailors

After the war Canadian merchant sailors were
treated as civilian participants and were not given
the same benefits as veterans of the army, navy or
air force.

Examples, they were not eligible for:
Pension able benefits

Free university education

Housing o land-grant benefits

No small business financial aid
Veteran's health care benefits
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Battle of the Atlantic

« The wolf-packs were particularly dangerous in the area of
the Atlantic Ocean that air-planes could not defend called
the Black Pit.

* Battle of the Atlantic
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Bomber Command

* In October of 1942, No.6 Group of Bomber
Command was created to be completely
manned by Canadian officers and men and at
the end of the war it had grown to thirteen
squadrons

* The Canadian Squadrons were based at
airfields in England except three squadrons
temporarily posted to North Africa to aid in
the invasion of Sicily and Italy in 1943.

* Eight thousand decorations for bravery were
awarded to No. 6 Group aircrew
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Eastern Front
* The eastern front of the war effort was as
important (if not more so) to the allied victory
as the western front.

* Russia and Germany’s campaigns against one
another marked the largest, costliest and most
ferocious fighting in the war

* Some of the most lethal battles in human
history occurred on the eastern front of WWII
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The Lend-Lease Act and the Arsenal of Democracy

‘The "Arsenal of Democracy” was a slogan used by UsS. President Franklin
D.Roosevelt, in  radio broadcast delivered in 1940.

Roosevelt promised to help the United Kingdom fight Nazi Germany by
givingthem military supplies while the United States stayed out of the
actual fighting.

‘The announcement was made a year before the Attack on Pearl Harbor,
atatime when Germany had occupied much of Europe and threatened
Britain.

The USA passedthe Lend-Lease Act in 1941 allowingthe US President
FDR Roosevelt the power to spend $7 billiontolend or lease military aid
toBritainanditsallies

By 1942 Canadian and American shipyards were able to build merchant
ships atfaster rate that U-boats were sinking Allied Vessels.

Until that point the U-boats were sinking alied vessels faster than the
Allies could produce them
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Hong Kong

Japanese victory parade in Hong.
Kong, 1941

December 1941, 2000
Canadian Soldiers are sent
to hold Hong Kong

inst between 20,000
and 60,000 Japanese
Soldiers

- they arc unable to hold

Hong Kong in the face of
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U.S. Enters the War

‘The USS Acizona borningafer th apansseatack
* Us. boycotts Japanand cuts off on e e T Do 1501
oil exports to Japan using

Sanctions inan attempt to
convince Japanto end their
aggressiveactions

+ Japanese attacknaval baseat
Pearl Harbor, Hl, Dec. 7, 1941

* Dec.8,1941Uss. declares war
onJapan

* Dec 11,1341 Germany & taly
declarewar on US.

+ US. and other allies decidedto
defeat Germany first, then
defeat Japan This is known as
the "Europe First” strategy.





image16.png
Dieppe, France

-8y 1942, the Allies were making plans to retake Europe
“To accomplishthis, the Allies launched a series of raids.
across the English Channel

-One of these raids was against the French town of Dieppe
whichwas inenemy hands

~Canadiantroops were given the job of capturing the town

‘The Plan: Duringthe cover of night, Canadian troops were to
Surprise the enemy from the beach while bombers destroyed the German
guns from the air.

Problems: -Delays causedthe shipstoland on the beach

during daylight
“Delays caused the bombers to be late on the attack.

~Soldiers were picked off as they scrambled for cover.
~Commanders inthe boats could not see what was happening
‘and continued to send reinforcements onto the beach

-Of 4963 Canadians who landed, 2853 were killed or captured
-More Canadian soldiers died in those few hours at Dieppe than
inany other day of the war.

Some of the Canadian survivorsof Dieppe are amoung the firstsoldiersto
be treated with penicilin to stop the spread of infection




image17.png
“Soft Underbelly”
The Italian Campaign

Canadainvaded scl in Jly, 1943 thiswascodnamed “Operation Husky”
Intaly Mussaliiwas forcad out of ofice, latar he was shotand hung.

The new Itatangovarnment surendered on Septamber 3, 1963

Iealy then declres war agans: Germany in Ot of 1944.The Garmans immediaely sezed
control o Itlyand twas German troops that the Alles faced nthei advanceup the ialan
peninsuia

‘Germans held Northernialy (Alps) unslsring 1525.
‘Canadiarsfought many battesinthelcalien Campaign, nccably during theBatte of Ortona
Canadian scdierswers inolvd inhandto handcombat anduse technique called ‘motse
holing”to move betweenthenarrouly packed housesof theltalin town.
Canadianforcas wers crucil tothe successof theBatte of Monts Cassin (a0 known a5
the Battle for Romand the Bstefor Cassino) was  series offour ssauls by theillies
‘against the Wincer Liein Ialyheld by theGerrmans and alians durig theltaan Campaign
o World War . Theirtention was  bresichrough to Rame.

‘Sometimasthe soldirsof thtalan Campaign arecalle “D-Day Dodgers” bacausethey
ware slready fighing when theprimary invasionof themainiard began.

However thebraiemenwho fought aginst Hiter'sditeWaffen S5 paratroopers do notcare
forthe mickname.
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D-Day

In June 1982-D-Day  the long awaited alied invsion on Europe acrossthe English
Channaibezan.

It was code named Operation Overlord, and involved aimoss 1 million sodiers.

The forces gathered togethr in the centar of the English Channel st locationthey
Zods names “Piceadily Gircus”

itsh, American, and Canadian troops stormed ashore along the entira coast of the
Franch province of Normandy.

Juno Beach was the Canadian objective

The American objectives wereOmaha and Utsh Beach

The Brtizh forces anded a Siord and Gold Beach

- Canadian troops struck atfirstlight, pouring out ofther anding craft and advancing
scross the sand up o the town of aen.

The alies were backon French il
D-day marked the beginning ofthe end or Germany:

‘Canadians continued t fight for months inorder to take backal of the French ports.
slonghe English Channel.

They then helped toliberate Belgium and the Netherlands from German control.
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World Peace: Canadaand the
United Nations, the creation of the
U.N

<*As WWII drew to a close, delegates from
countries around the world gathered in San
Francisco to create an organization that would
ensure that such a global conflict would never
happen again

<+The U.N.was a compromise between the
US, Britain, France, China and the Soviet
Union, and other smaller countries.
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Organizations sponsored by the UN

Ths forld ealth Organization (W.K.0) battlesglobal eath ()

ited International Children’s nd
s r AT e A L U A
Countries dedasiatad by the Second world War

Expanded ts scope to developing countries after 1951

‘The United Nations Educational,
Qrganizgtion [UNESCO) works 6 1
lards and promote cuftural a

Canada hasal the UN a5 the
eanfeungovlona upeae"cglosg e DEShIERR
health, poverty, pollution and discrimination
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Causes of WWII

tler andithe Nazis gained power in Germany in 1933 duringa stateof economic
depression.

tler blamed Germany's problems ontheterms of the Treaty of Versailles signedat
the endof WL

tler fgnoredithe Treaty of Versailes and began rebuiding the German armed forces.
“March 1938, the Nazis amnex Austra.

-In Junethealiied countries appease Germany by allowing themo annexpart of
Ceechosiovakia

~Butwhen German armiesinvaded Poland, Engiand and France declaredwar on
‘Germany.

~September 3, 1939 Great Bitain and France declare war on Germany

“The two sideswould be:

1) The Allies - Britain, France, theUSS R, theU's., Canada, andother
commonweath courtries.

2) The Axis Powers-~ Germany, iy Japan.
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Canada Entering the War

Statute of Westminster (1931) - gave Canada complete control over
ts dealings with foreign nations.

On September 10, 1939, one week after Britain declared war, PM King called
Parliamentanda declaration of war was passed.

Kingtold the Canadians that Canada would not practice conscription and would
send few soldiers, butwould help the war effort inthe form of food and
manufactured goods.

Kingdid not want to divide Canadawith the issue of conscription as in W,
Onlyafter the defeat of France (1940) did Canada make a full-scale war effort

By then, France,Belgium, the Netherlands, Norway, and other smaller countries.
hadfallento the Nazis.

Britainstood alone and was in danger of defeat.
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Total War

Canada with the fall of France in 1940, became
Britain's’ most powerful ally until 1941

In 1941 Japan declared war on the USA by attacking
Pearl Harbor and thus (somewhat predictably) brought
the US into the war against the Axis powers

Japan also attacks Canadian forces in Hong Kong in
1941 and takes the surviving soldiers as prisoners of
war.

The Fall of France
Attack on Pearl Harbor Roosevelt's speech
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Battle of Dunkirk

_ Bitish fisheman giving 2
handto an Alled soldier
while a Stuk's bomb.

explodes a few meters.
ahead

BBC - History - Animated Map: The
Fall of France (Dunkirk]




