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The Battles

These battles signified both the sacrifice and the
success of Canadian soldiers in the war:

* Victosies generated pride amongst soldiess and
Canadians at home, improving mozale

« They also helped fostera sense of Canadian identity
and independence from England.

* The maple leaf became an internationally recognized
symbol of Canadian identity during WWL
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The Battles

1. Ypres inBelgium: April 1915
The first battle for Canadiantroops.

Chlorine gas is used by the Germans, and 6000 Canadian soldiers are
Killed.

CBC Archive Clip Remembering Ypres

‘The second battle atVpres lasted from April to May 1915. It was the first
Significant battle that Canadians had spearheaded.

Yores marked the firsttime a colonial force (the Canadians) had pushed
backa major European power.

‘The Germans dropped Chlorine Gas onto Allied forces from planes above.
Canadians were quick on their feet and used urine-soaked cloths to cover
their mouth and noseto neutralizethe chlorine while advancingtothe
German lines, stopping German success.
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The Battles

2. The Somme: 1916

. A Batih offensive

. Lasted 4 months.

. 600,000 dead, insiuding 24,000 Cansdizns

. Cansdian cazualtes included the Royal Newfoundland Regiment
which was vistually wiped ot at Beaumont Hamel o Julr 1, 1916, orlr sbout
110 of the 750 men fom the segiment sucvived the Sest day of the Battle of
e Somne. Since then July 1 his baen macked 3 Memosal Dar in
Newouadlind snd Labszdor

* The Somme wss fought in the summerof 1916 and cost the lives of ove 1
enillion men between both sides.

* The original intention was to desw tzoops swsy from the Battls of Vexdun
whese the Alled fomes wese sttempting to bissk Geienan lnss.

* The Sisst dar of the Somame became the bloodiest dar in Batish human istory.
+ Offensive methods utlizing the “Oves the Top” philosophy wese notup to pir
with the sdvancements of defensive wesponT.

CBC Auive Clip AboutThe Battle Of The Somme
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The Battles

5. Barleof Vimy Ridge: Apeil 917
"2 majos o for Canadian soldiess

. ‘Canadisns, snde commazd sotby Beitin, bus by theiz own Cansdisn
ommndess, capruce the sidee

. 5,595 soldiesssce killed.

. Foughe Apeil 1917, seen tobe the deciding momeat in Canadian WIWI kiscory.

. This would be whate Casads developed sn idesticy.

. Viany Ridge wat planned for monchs, while the barte lseed osly 5 das.

. Cradisas veed the ‘Cresping Barrage tachsique o kold dfemsive coops 1c
R bemioivicr il

Hl0:
"Led by Ashue Cusie Canadisns faced Gezman Flamechiowesand mostasdgss
ey

‘The Canadinns ook Fll " vsing che same “Crseping Basssge” sechaiques her
sed 2t Vimy Ridge.
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The Battles

4. Battle of Passchendaele: Oct. and Nov. 1917
‘Canadian soldiersbreak German defenses.
15,000 soldiers are illed third battle of Ypres in Belgium. If the allies
couldget through Ypres they could breachthe German submarine
bases that were responsible for shooting down hundreds of allied

‘and commercial ships. Swamp like conditions killed many forces on
both sides.

5. The Hundred Days offensive sawthe Canadians under Currietake
both Cambrai and Mons in the lasthundred days of the war

Radioclip regardingthe battle that raged aroundthe villageof
Passchendaele
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Other Contributions

Canada supplied munitions and equipment for the war
Also supplied raw materials for war production and
food for the war effort

Pilots for the early planes many of the “Aces” of WWI
were Canadians including: Billy Bishop, Ray Collishaw,
and Roy Brown, W. “Wop” May among others.

The Canadian Army Medical Corps saved many lives.
The “Bluebirds” Female Canadian nurses proved
women were capable of dealing with the realities of
war.
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Minority Enlistment

Ingeneral, non-whites and those bornin enemy
nations were not welcomed into the military.

When blacks from Sydney, Nova Scotia volunteered
their services, they were told, *Thisis not for you
fellows, this is a white man's war.”
Some segregated units were still formed.

In 1915, Aboriginal Canadians were allowed to enlist
and accepted into a 114th battalion as well as others.
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Case Study:
Tom Longboat

+ Athietic History: In 1907 Tom Longboat wonthe Boston Marathon inrecordtime:

+ Afterwinning a rematch of the 1908 Olympic Marathon, Tomturnedtoa
professionslcareer asa runnes and in 1808 won thetitleof Professional
Championof theWorldinancther marathon.

+ Heserved asadispatchrunner inFrance inWorldWar | while mainininga
professionalcareer. Heretired following thewar.

* 11908 he marriedLauretiaMaracle. After hewasmistakenly declareddead
during WorldWar , Lauretaremarried.

* He Iater married Martha Stversmith, withwhom he had four chidren.
After the war Longboat setied inTorontowhere he worked urtil 1944, He retired

tothe Six Nations Reserve anddied of pneumoniaon January 9, 1949,
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Time line of World War |

1912-1913:Balkan Wars.
28 June 1914: Archduke of Austria-Hungary assassinated

1 August 1914: Germany declared war on Russiz

3 August 1914: Germany declared war on France

@ August 1914: British ultimatumto Germany

26-30 August 1914 Battle of Tannenberg

5-10September 191¢: Battle of the Marne

6-15 September 1914: Battle of the Masurian Lakes

February to November 1916:Battle of Verdun

31 May 1916: Battle of Jutland (only major naval battle of W)
June to November 1916: Battle of the Somme

6 April 117: UsA declares war on Germany.

January 1918: Wilson's 14 points made public

March3 1918:Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

11 November 1918: Armistice signed

18 January 1919: Peace of Paris convened

28 June 1919: Treaty of Versailles signed




image1.png
Background to WW1

« At the beginning of the 20 Century
much of Eastern Europe was
dominated by three weak and
crumbling empires...

1.) Austro — Hungarian
2.) Russian
3.) Ottoman
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Background Continued...

- Many countries formed alliances to
protect themselves.

Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy
formed the Triple Alliance in 1882

- France, Russia, and Britain formed an
alliance called the Triple Entente 1907
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Canada’s Military Contribution

1. The Canadian Expeditionary Force: consisted
of approximately 600,000 soldicrs

2. The Air Force had approximately 20,000
personnel. They served under the Royal Flying
Corps

3. The Navy had approximately 10,000 personnel

4. The rest was primarily made up of the infantry
or as the British soldiers called them the “PBI”

By 1917, 1 in 6 Canadian men between 15 and
54 was a member of the military
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Command of the Army

* Atthe startof the war Canadian soldiers were under the
command of British generals notably:

* Field Marshall Douglas Haig who was responsible for
ordering many Canadian soldiers to die in battles of
attrition. In one example during the Battle of the Somme.
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment was ordered to
‘advance in error andlost the vast majority of theirmen.

* June 3,1917: Sir Arthur Cursie, 2 Canadian general,
‘assumes command of the First Canadian Infantry Division

SirArthur Currie
Nicknamed" Guts and
Gaiters-- >





